get to ride a lot of bikes and my dreamcycle pushes 40 grand.
Guess | better get a day job. We all have dream bikes but let’s get
back to reality. The Yamaha Star 950 is very appealing, low and lean,
this V-Star looks deceivingly long and relatively expensive. But at less
than 8K brand new it can’t be all that and a bag of chips? Everyone
knows Yamaha makes great bikes, but could this be your bike?

With 27 years of V-Twin, air-cooled experience (1981 Virago), esthetically Yamaha got this right. The
130/70/18 front tire and a rear 170/70/16 rear creates a well balanced good handling machine. A
942cc, air cooled 60-degree V-twin is a respectable jump from baby brothers 649cc. Yamaha inten-
tionally kept it under 1000cc for in-

surance reasons. This in not a scaled =

up 650 nor scaled down 1100, this is

a new bike. The steel double-cradle

frame is long and low, contributing

to the bike's longer wheelbase and

spacious 95.9-inch overall length.

Yamaha generously loaned me a V-
Star 950 at their ‘08 press event, so |
get to run this star down. We all see
bikes differently and immediately
want to make it ours. After ditching
the back seat and side-mounting the
license plate my version is beginning
to evolve. | wanted to get impartial
reactions from other riders to this
brand new, very nice looking motor-
cycle so let’s ride.

A shooting Star, no worries, its not hard parts
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Once in town | asked everyone their im-
pressions of this bike - do you like the de-
sign? How much do you think this cost?
Who makes this bike? Big Harley dudes
immediately noticed it was air-cooled, and
thought stylistically it looked very good.
The women flipped; | had several female
Sporty riders’ saddle up and fell in love
with the low seat height (By the way
Yamaha, this Tommy Blue is a big hit with
everybody). Most people guessed be*

tween 14 and 18 K as the price range and
were floored when | fessed up. | had people ask me for my card as if was selling it! As a middleweight con-
tender The V-Star 950 can hold its own in a heavyweight arena. Not at all out of place or embarrassed to be
hanging with this crowd.

So is the V- Star 950 all that? Esthetically
the bike looks great, again | commend
Yamaha, and they nailed it. The V-Max
and Raider also look really cool, but they
cost twice as much and are not my per-
sonal style; the V-Star 950 is. The 942 cc
is a very respectable power plant. The in-

strument control functions are well designed allowing the rider to select multiple trip meters, fuel re-
serve trip meter, adjust display brightness and set the clock. The seat is removed by use of the key
which also cleverly hides a helmet holder keeping it virtually theft proof. This was my fist experience
with a kickstand kill switch. Riders can't start the bike while the kick stand is down, a pretty cool safety
feature. They use plastic for cosmetic parts but it makes the bike lighter and more affordable. The seat
could use a little more cushin’for pushin’the long miles, but that’s a real easy fix. Finally, if your actually
touring (tour option includes a windscreen saddlebags and backrest) make sure the rider, passenger,
cargo and accessories are within the maximum weight restrictions.

So could this be your Star? Without a doubt, it's the best middleweight cruiser to date. If you're in the
market for such a motorcycle give this Star a spin. It's the perfect motorcycle for the next generation
of riders, men or women. Even as a returning rider as the saying goes “just like riding a bike “was never
truer and come on, with a base price of $7890.00, this very well may be your lucky Star.

ENGINE
Type

Bore x Stroke

942cc air-cooled 4-stroke,
V-twin, SOHC, 4-valve
85.0mm x 83.0mm

Compression Ratio 9.0:1

Fuel Delivery
Ignition
Transmission
Final Drive

Length
Width
Height
Seat Height
Wheelbase
Rake (Caster Angle) 32.0°

Trail

Fuel Capacity
Fuel Economy**
Wet Weight

Fuel injection

TCI

5-speed; multiplate wet clutch
Belt

95.9in
39.4in
42.5in
26.51in
66.3 in

5.7in
4.4 gal
47 mpg
612 Ib



