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I  f i rs t  met  Dean McDermot t  whi le  cover ing a
story  a t  the Auto Club Raceway and again  a t
Original Mike's for the Ride for Autism where he
and Tori served as Grand Marshalls. They were
both moved by fr iend Jenny MqCarthy's pl ight.
Her book, Louder Than Words: A mother's jour-
ney in heol ing Autism passionately describes
deal ing wi th  her  son 's  Aut ism,  d iagnos is  and
treatment.

Wi th  h is  k ids  in  one arm,  s ign ing autographs
with the other I  was impressed at how genuinely
engaging he was, spending the entire day chat-
t ing i t  up wi th  everyone who wanted to  meet
him. The Reali ty TV show Tori & Deon, Home
Sweet Hollywood is in its fifth season and been
picked up again. We of course talked motorcy-
c l ing and Dean inv i ted me for  some laps at  the
track. I  have long delegated L80 mph to the
pi lot of the747 depart ing LAX...  leisurely cruis-
ing mounta inous ter ra in  is  more my s ty le .  l t
tu rns out  Dean 's  becoming qu i te  the cru iser
himself as of late, totally diggin' his Victory Cross
Country. I  have Victory's Pearl White Vision and
mentioned he should r ide my turf.  Deans only
been in L.A. four years and hadn't yet r idden the
Santa Monica Mounta ins.  P lus,  th is  way he
would have to chase me around the twist ies. He
jumped at the suggestion but neglected to men-
t ion we 'd  be chased around by a  camera and
sound crews for Home Sweet Hollywood .. .  hey,
l ' l l  give them a run for their money.

We met  up at  Nep-
tune 's  Net  on PCH in
Mal ibu.  Opened in  1958
th is  casual  c lam shack
over look ing the Pac i f ic
Ocean is  known for
fresh f ish at reasonable
pr ices.  Def in i te ly  a
biker hang out on week-
ends for good reason,
i t 's r ight at the entrance
of  Yerba Buena Road
and  some  o f  Ma l i bu ' s
best r iding. Serving up
the cu is ine on paper  p la tes and p last ic  cut lery
we dined on the outdoor patio. So what do mo-
torcycl ists talk about? There are so many bikes,
so many p laces to  r ide and so l i t t le  t ime.  Dean
started r iding motorcycles at the age of 15 but
his f irst wife got testy and hit  the ki l l  switch at
30. And there was a mo-
ment he gave up motor-
cycl ing because i t  was
stressing Tori out but
now she r ides on the
back and McDermott  is
back racing against the
clock. Yeah he's crashed
a few times, but that's
par for the course. He is
sponsored by Scorpion
Sports and takes racing
very seriously. He keeps
tell ing Tori that it 's far
safer on a racetrack than
it is on the street, which
is completely true but we
won't bring that up for
today's ride.

My plan to impress Dean with an extensive j
knowledge of Southern California's incredible i
destinations dissipates as he starts reminiscing
about riding. "Motorcycling isn't about the ',

post, or the future it's about being present in ',

the here and now, it's a kind of Zen of the ,
zone...especiolly while racing". He i
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continues talking while gazing out at the Pacific
Ocean as if somehow possible to ride there. lt
becomes obvious during our conversation mo-
torcycling isn't a Hollywood act that makes good
TV, he gets it. He's always planning for the next
race, the next ride while juggling the responsibil-
it ies of work, home and reality that's not tele-
vised, Dean has never
seen life as a pint half
empty, l iving l ife full
measure has conse-
quences but at 43 he's
masterful ly balanced
all the loves of his l i fe,
Tor i ,  h is 3 chi ldren and
riding motorcycles.

Westward Ho...to the
twisties we qo!

We wind our way up the twist ies
of Yerba Buena Road, some of
which are str ict ly 10 mph turns
often scattered with lose gravel
or  sand,  Connect ing to  L i t t le
Sycamore Canyon Road spectac-
u lar  v iews of  the ocean and
mounta ins abound.  He 's  b lown
away; i t 's hard to bel ieve your
only 30 minutes away from the
smog and congestion and of the
San Fernando Val ley .  Speeds
pick up here and r iders need to
respect the road, one small  mis-
take and you' l l  have a long t ime
to think about i t .  Making a quick
stop at Circle X Ranch we reflect
on how well  these Victory mo-
torcyc les handle  and the i r  ag-
gressive lean angles. The smell
o f  p ine f i l l ' s  the a i r  and the

peaceful serenity here is truly inspir ing. We Cal-
ifornians tend to get jaded, almost everyday is
great riding weather. Dean grew up in Toronto
where motorcycles sit garaged a better part of
the year and you can tel l  he rel ishes the r ide,
takes the moment in and makes i t  his own, his
enthusiasm is contagious.



Great riding and unusual
rock formotions pop out

of this mountainous land-
scape

Sycamore Canyon Road
connects  to  Mulho l land
Drive and soon we're at
the infamous Rock Store.
Made ent i re ly  out  o f  vo l -
canic rock i t  was a stage-
coach s top in  the ear ly
1900's. Ed and Vern pur-
chased this bui lding in 196L and created a small  town grocery store then
restaurant. l ts location became a motorcycl ing Mecca and anyone and
everyone who r ides passes here on weekends. Jay Leno was hanging out
here the weekend prior.

lf you ride in L.A,
you'll stop by the Rock Store

Cont inu ing on we sk i r t  Mal ibu Lake then
to Cornel l  road to Paramount Ranch. Back
when westerns were popular the studios
had to pay the union workers extra i f  they
worked farther than 35 miles from Holly-
wood and these studio ranches were
within that magic circle, only a few have
survived. Gunfight at the OK Corral,  Gun
smoke and Dr  Quinn 's  medic ine Woman
are but a few of the hundreds of f i lms and
TV shows shot here

Hidden hideaway, Malibu Lake

We head back to the city and Mul-
ho l land Road changes to  Mulho l land
Raceway. Until the L970's this part
of Mulhol land was almost a private
race course. People would race dusk
ti l l  dawn unti l  f inal ly law enforce-
ment shut that practice down but
the name l ives on. Dean is adamant
about rider's safety and feels if you
need to go real fast take it to the
track. l t 's a great place hone your
riding ski l ls and truly understand the dynamic and l imits of motorcycl ing.
Everything he's learned translates entirely into becoming a better rider on
the street. Finally back into the congestion of the city we stop by his man
cave. Dean laughs out loud, "Motorcycling rocks, when was the last time
you had that much fun in o cor?!" Filled with all things fast we talked about
our run, tattoos, cigars and about the next ride and the next race. We all
ride for our own personal therapy, its a unique bond that unites all riders,
whether it's 1000 bikes on a charity run or solo on a dark desert highway,
we riders love life in the fast lane.
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For vendor and participant information
or to register online, go to
http://roadshowsreno. co m

ad m i n@roadshowsreno. co m
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