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With a sumptuous 20L0 Midnight Cherry Victory Cross
Count ry  pat ient ly  po ised,  the nagging quest ion is . . . .
where to go? Factor ing in a few pi t  stops, breakfast,
lunch,  even an hour  s ight -see ing I  draw a rad ius  on the
map of  twe lve hours  to . . .Dest inat ion Unknown.  Never ,
in  my wi ldest  dreams cou ld  I  have imagined a  journey

in to  the paranormal  and sur rea l ,  to  por ta ls  in to  a  wor ld
of  shapesh i f te rs ,  gob l ins  and. . .Bro the ls?

Taking th is  i ron but t  approach,  the in i t ia l  route  to  dest inat ion unknown
wi l l  be on super  s lab dodging cagers .  Nor thern Cal i forn ia? Been there
done that, Interstate l-0 east to Arizona, also famil iar terrain but what's
th is  arc  through Utah? Prob ing the h igh l ighted per imeter  I  scrut in ize each
and every town in i ts path. Salt Lake City, Provo, Soldier 's Summit, Helper
and Price are al l  direct hits. These were never on my radar before, so this
is intr iguing. l t 's winter and Utah gets weather so l ' l l  be packing clothes, toi-
letr ies, a Nelson-Rigg rain-suit ,  even a L't  Heat electr ic vest. The new Vic-
tory Cross Country has the largest cargo capacity in i ts class (2L gal lons) and
I use every drop. Everything for a week's tr ip including water, snacks, street
shoes, lap top, camera and even a tr ipod f i ts into the massive saddlebags.

FOUR STATES,  TWELVE HOURS,737  MILES

Kick s tand up at  7 :  am
wi th  Miss ing Persons
blast ing the 40 wat t
stereo system, cruise con-
t ro l  on and I  own the
road. lnterstateL5 to Las
Vegas begets plenty of
t ime to  ponder  th is  new
Cross Country. In this au-
thor 's  op in ion (here 's
where the mag puts  in
the d isc la imer  that  i t ' s
just MY opinion) Victory makes America's best touring motorcycle, The Vi-
sion. Scrutinizing every detai l  of this new touring Victory I  wi l l  be a very
tough cri t ic but that 's why this journey is so apropos. Esthetical ly the Cross
Country and Cross Roads is modern, stealth f ighter- l ike yet simultaneously
more tradit ional. The new Victory cruisers now squarely target Harley's
Street Glide and Road King. Travel ing hundreds of miles through arid desert
requires a modicum of creature comforts. Amenit ies l ike XM radio or iPod,
the poss ib le  leg pos i t ions o f  a  c lever ly  des igned f loorboards and engine
guards. Plush, comfortable seating and eff icient fair ing aerodynamics, the
Victory Cross Country seems at home on such journeys but more impor-
tantly, where is my home on this journey?

396 mi les  in to  the unknown and I  ar r ive in  St .  George Utah,  t ime to  take a
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ser ious break,  eat  lunch and ruminate.  What  bet ter  p lace than the Seven
Wives Inn to  cons ider  exact ly  where l ' l l  s leep ton ight .  Avo id ing swi r l ing,
sucking big city vortexes, Salt Lake and Provo are ruled out. Soldiers Sum-
mi t ,  Helper  and Pr ice square ly  h i t  the per imeter .  So ld iers  Summit  reveals
a ghost  town,  popula t ion zero,  ne ighbor ing Helper  has a hote l ,  so I  imme-
diately book a room, i t 's the perfect destination unknown, no one else was
going there.

The ter ra in  changes dramat ica l ly ,  Utah 's
h igh deser t  is  f i l led wi th  myster ious
Hoodoos and Buttes that loom l ike gothic
spires harboring watchful gargoyles. Wash-
ington bureaucrats refused Utah's admis-
s ion in to  the un ion because hav ing
mul t ip le  wives was a federa l  o f fense.  l t
wasn't  unti l  1897 that Americas 45th state
f ina l ly  renounced the pract ice and s ta te-
hood was granted, 50 years after Cali for-
n ia !  Th is  ter ra in  is  down r ight  spectacu lar
and the comfortable ease with which the
Victory Cross Country in fact crosses the
country becomes apparent. Interstate 70
jags easterly to the 10 north towards
Helper. The f inal stretch is arduous but 110
watt high beams l ight the way.737 miles,
twelve hours  in  the saddle  and dest inat ion
is  sure ly  known. . .bed.



THE BROTHELS OF UTAH

Enjoying a day of recuperation I f ind Helper
to be an amazing city. The most l iberal,  non-
Mormon in Utah, i t  seems Helper has always
been a wild place with most of i ts f ive Hotels
operating as Brothels unti l  1974. On Apri l  21,
1897, Butch Cassidy robbed the Pleasant Val-
ley Coal Company in nearby Castle Gate and
stayed in Helper the day before. Nowadays
Helper hosts a yearly arts festival, Butch Cas-
s idy Out law car  & motorcyc le  show and in
the future, a f i lm fest ival.  The owner of The
Utah Hotel and the Balance Roci< Caf6 sug-
gested I stay in their rooms where they
house visi t ing art ists during the summer at
the Helper Art Workshops. Recently reno-
vated, the Utah Hotel is an historic bui lding; in fuct, the entire commercial
distr ict is on the National Historic Registry, even boasting a geological fea-
ture, Balance Rock. Downtown l i teral ly hasn't  changed for 100 years. Cur-
rently though, Helper is experiencing a renaissance and the former Hotels
of i l l -repute are being renovated into art studios and l iving spaces. There
are plans to renovate the historic Strand Theater to i ts original glory. The
Rio Theatre, a ful ly equipped and professional stage currently hosts per-
formances. Home of the Western Mining & Railroad Museum Main Street
Helper is r ight out of a movie set. The days of the Private Club are gone
and new bars serve up shots and serious mixed drinks. Utah's Wasatch
Brewery makes a dark beer cal led Devastator that 's 8% alcohol and their
Polygamy Porter "Why Have Just One" motto proves this ain't your daddy's
Utah. Helper is a r ider's paradise central ly located for day tr ips. We dis-
cussed planning a Save the Strand Theatre motorcycle ral ly, featuring clas-
sic biker f i lms l ike Easy Rider and The World's Fastest Indian, I  even met a
resident actor Morgan Lund who had a part in i t ,  but that 's another story.

PORTAL INTO THE ABYSS

Undeterred by overnight snowfal l  another geological si te takes me to the
s leepy town of  Midway and one of  the p lanet 's  most  unusual  swimming
holes, the Homestead Crater. Spectacular vistas of the snow covered

Wasatch Mountains cradle
U.S 6 nor th .  A l though the
sun warm's  the asphal t ,
melt ing away any snow or
ice the a i r  temperatures
are just above freezing.
Toss in a 75 mph wind chi l l
factor and a heated elec-
tr ic vest is mandatory. 1"
Heat's vest wi l l  keep you
warm at temperatures in
the 20's and works won-
ders, plus the prototype
Cross Country fabric low-

ers are incredibly effective. A S5-foot-high
-- 

' talci te" dome houses an ancient, mineral
r ich hot spring. The geo-thermal crater

r ises on the grounds of the Homestead
Resort near Wasatch Mountain State

Park. Over 10,000 years old, the native Anasazi lndians were lowered by
rope from a hole at the dome's top into the healing 96-degree water.
Today, visi tors enter through a LL0-foot tunnel bored into the dome's
porous rock wal l  above the water  l ine.  Take a d ip  in  th is  geo- thermal ly
heated crystal-clear crater and gaze down 55 feet at mineral deposits that
grace the chamber 's  s ides.  Hot  s team r is ing in  the ch i l ly  a i r  and eer ie  i l lu -
mination depict a strange portalto a stygian abyss. The Sidetrack Caf6 in
adjacent Heber City is a must stop for lunch. The food is fantastic, coffee
excel lent and baked goods to die for, try the Dream Bar.

Back at  the Utah Hote l ,  I  sp ied a bookshel f  and chanced upon ta t tered
copy of the book Hunt for the Skinwolker: Science Confronts the Unex-
ploined ot a Remote Ronch in Utoh. Who would have known that only 2
hours away l ies one of the most enigmatic, scienti f ical ly researched para-
normal hotspots in America - Skinwalker Ranch. In Uintah basin, near Fort
Duchesne, it's reported at least half of the residents have seen weird things
in the sky, f lying saucers and zigzagging "ghostl ights". A sacred place the
Ute Indian tr ibe (where Utah derived i t  name) dare not set foot. Their oral
history is replete with strange creatures and bizarre sightings. Indian lore
refers to some of these beings as Skinwalkers and shapeshifters. Destina-
t ion unknown keeps gett ing better and I need to r ide there.

PATH OF  THE SHAPESHIFTER

Its Friday the 13th, l 'm travel ing Highway 191 (formerly Highway 666 re-
named by the supers t i t ious)  to  Sk inwalker  Ranch.  Th is  curvaceous,  wel l
maintained asphalt r ibbon carves through Indian Canyon for 36 miles. Hunt
for the Skinwalker states that the property butts up against Bott le Hollow
and i t 's my only chance for a view of the ranch. I  meet a group of Ute In-
dian woman who tel l  me everybody sees mysterious things in this area.

One woman spoke of her grandfather who worked the adjacent ranch and
saw a wolf the size of a small  car. Another woman told of bizarre ancient
petroglyphs depict ing al ien-l ike creatures and orbs in the sky in nearby
Hil lcreek, sacred tr ibal land where only Ute Indians are al lowed. In fact,
everyone from the waitress at Kody's Roundup Caf6 to the gas station at-
tendants just shook their heads and said strange phenom-
ena are part of life near Fort Duchesne. I settle
in at Bottle Hollow, watch the sun set
and wait for a Skinwalker.



The National Inst i tute for Discovery Science (NIDS) sealed off the ranch for
research and for six years to study the aberrat ions. l t 's here that an entire
team of researchers watched in awe as a bright door or portal opened up
in the darkness and a large humanoid creature crawled out and i t  is here
that catt le and dogs were muti lated, obl i terated or simply disappeared.
Witnesses from highly accomplished scientists to law enforcement per-
sonnel have documented a mind-boggling array of unusual act ivi ty. With
camera at the ready every passing satel l i te or gust of wind becomes the

approaching unknown,
it 's real easy to scare
yourse l f  here. . .and
time to leave.

GOBL INS,
HOODOOS AND
HARLOTS

The ride back home re-
veals  the magni f icent
diversity of Utah's ter-
ra in .  Th is  landscape is
constant ly  changing
costume l ike a  Har lo t
seduc ing a su i tor .  A
shift ing spectrum of

l ight turns the apricot colored hoodoos of Goblin Val ley to rose, then ma-
genta. An ever changing molten palette of hues evolves before your eyes.
"Hoodoo" is defined as o. One thot brings bod luck. b. Geology, A column
of eccentrically shoped rock, produced by differentiolweothering. Utah is
laden with Buttes and Hoodoos and one can't escape the gaze of these
mammoth sent ine ls  guard ing the i r  sacred ter ra in .

Continuing westward on SR 24 to Scenic Byway 1.2 south is considered one
of Americas most scenic roads. ln a state known for its scenic drives this
62-mile stretch may arguably be the most attractive drive in the nation.
The l is t  o f  amazing dest inat ions in  Utah is  overwhelming.  Dinosaur  Dia-
mond, Bryce and Zion National Park, The Arches National Park, Balanced
Rock, The Wave, Waterpocket Fold to name only a few. Over 70 percent of
the land is  e i ther  Bureau of  Land Management  (BLM),  nat iona l  or  s ta te
parks, and motorcycles gain access at half  the price of cagers. Bewitching,
surreal, exalt ing, how many superlat ives can one declare of this wondrous
place and how did I miss this before now?
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And the preferred means of transportation
to travel here? The Victory Cross Country
cul l ing the Vision's ref inements of a robust
Freedom 105 engine,  mul t i - funct ion in-
s t rument  c lus ter ,  a i r  ad justab le  suspen-
s ion,  p lush seat ing,  user  f r iend ly  cru ise
cont ro l  and seamless audio  in tegrat ion.
The Victory Cross Country embraces the
thri l l  of curves and thrust of accelerat ion
yet disappears beneath you, al lowing the
r ider  to  coa lesce wi th  the pass ing
panorama.

With even lower seat heights, more cargo
capacity and stunning styl ing, Victory once
again proves you can make the best.. .bet-
ter.

This journey began as destination unknown, l ines on a map, fol lowing the
wild wind for f ive days and 1,800 miles. Utah is mysterious, i tself  a geo-
logical shapeshifter, this surreal terrain lures f iders through remarkable
landscapes. Each new road paint ing another grand panoramic expanse,
sol i tary yet sultry, she is a lonely lover lur ing prdy to her lair.  From the oth-
erworldly portals of Skinwalker Ranch and Homestead Crater to Balance
Rock and the Hoodoos of Goblin Val ley, we are al l  travel ing to Destination
Unknown on this mysterious blue bal l . . . togethqr.

Helmet - Shark EVO i
Communications -

iMC Camos Bluetooth 2.0 system
Jacket - Victory Force w/Thinsulate & CE armor
Gloves - Fei ldsheer Highways :
Vest - l't Heat Electric Heated Vest
Pants - Harley Davidson Kevlar reinforced jeanL
Full Leather Over-Chaps - Badd Ass Chaps
Boots - Harley-Davidson '

Rain Gear - Nelson-Rigg Storm Rider
Under Wear - Alpinestar 's Technical Moister Wicking top/bottom


