
Joshrra,Thec
An Americun, nlystery)

-
I have never done a River Run, sturgis or even rhe Love
I

I 
nide. I've always wanted to, but the task seems daunting. So I decided

I 
," kickstart those jitters with a ride toJoshua Thee National Park in the

I 
California high desert. I decided that I would own the road! Just for

I safety sake on my first 200-miler, I invited a riding partner:, Jeff, who

-I- lives in Palm Desert and rides one wicked Ducati 749 nvin.

I've heard a lot aboutJoshua Thee. It seems to have some ancient mystery about
it. Native Indians claim the trees are spirits of dead Indian warriors ominously
guarding their desert domain; there is an energy dome built in the 1950s to com-
memorate some extraterrestrial race; and it's home of the largest fieestanding boul-
der in the world and the oldest living organism on the planet, the creosote bush. U2
must have had some reason to call their popular album./oshun Tiee, so I want to get
out there and see for myself.

Aswe pass Desert Hot Springs I remember hearing about the CabotYerxa Pueblo.
Yerxa homesteaded here in l9l3 on Miracle Hill and discovered the now-famous
natural hot springs. There's this amazing four-story 35-room Hopi-style pueblo
and a 40-foot Indian sculpture outside that was hand-carved by Peter Wolf Toth. In
his "Thail of the Whispering Giants," he has placed one of these majestic sentinels
in every state of the union.

Onward to Highway 62, we pass the wind farms. They stand eerily out of place,
as if some alien race of gargantuans had left their toys behind. The nrn up the base
of Little San Bernardino Mountain can be very windy. Sudden gusts can putyou into
another lane. My heavy Road King is a real advantage here.

We stopped atYuccaValley, home of Hutchins Harley-Davidsonwith its attached
Highway 62 Diner. Wth a'50s d6cor, each booth has a Seeburg l00jukebox selec-
tor. The diner serues breakfast all day. We checked out the cool menu and ordered

f8

ls this the iargestfrestandlng
boulder in the world?

Were Ray and his daughters
sent by heathen Dueati gods
to rescue Jeff's superbike?

Are joshua
trees tfie
spirlbof
the dead
guarding
thelr arid
desert
domaln?

ITERIGIil RIDEWDECE M B E R 2OO5



Are these mere toys left behind by
g i ant i ntergal acti c al ien s?

the l l rx r t l  h i l l  l rnc l  t l re  l )a t the l rc ib l t 'ak lust .  Hutch
also l t i rs  r r  v in t : lgc  I  I :u ' l t ' r  n lL lseunr  in  lus  c lc : r ler -
sh ip  th i r t  is  u  tnust -s t ' t ' .

l Jack  o r r  ( i 2 .  ue  pass  l r r  t l r e . f os l r t r : r  I i - ee  I nn .
- l - h : r t ' s  

n  l r c t ' c  ( ' t ' an t  I ' l r t ' so t ' t  ( o {  t l r e  l r l r nc l  
' l - he

Bvrr ls )  c l i t ' r l .  I t ' s : r  lea l l r  l r izan 'e ' t l 'uc  \ t ( ) r ' \  r r rac le
into l t  Inrx ie cal lecl Ot'r t t tr l  

' l - l t t . f i  
l t ru'stnr.r.  slrr l l ing

. f  ohnnr  Krroxv i l le -c [c l l r r i tc lv  n 'o l th  u  u  a tch.
Ol l ' thc  I t is l l r ' :n '  is  ( ) l r l  \ \ i rn t : rn  l {o : r r l  lc l rc l ins

to  l - : r r r r l c l s .  h< in re  o l  ( , i l r n t  l { ock  a r r r l  t l r c  I n te -
gr2 l t r r )n .  ( , i : r r r t  I { r ic 'k  is  thor rg l t t  to  l tc  t l r t ' lo l lc l ' s
l :u 'gest  l i ' t 'es t lurc l ing l ro t r l< lcn l ) t .  ( ,co lgr '  \ l r r r ' I l s -
se l t r ' : i s  one  r i [  t he  l e : r r l r l s  i r r  t l r e  [ . ] ; (  )  n t r x  t ' r ) l e r ] t
o { ' t hc  l 1 )50s  anc l  hc l r l  a r r r r t u r l  "S l x r ce t r ' : r l l  ( , on -

ven t i ons " : r t  ( i i : r n t  l l . , r t k  l , , t ' l i r  t t ' t r t ' s .  Hc  l r r r i l t
the In lcg l l l l r ' ( )n ,  a  l i l i - l i  ro t  -h iq 'h .  . - r . r - f i ro f  -c l i :une-

ter .  i r l l -nooc l  s t r .uc t tu 'c '  o l ig i r ra l l r  c lcs igncr l  : rs  a
t ' c ' i r r r cn : r t i o t t  anc l  t i r t r e  nu rc ' l r i ne .  l i r r l i L r  \ ( ) r r  c : u r
hure: r  l rcu l 'o : rc( ) r rs f i r  sor r r r< l  l ta th .  i r t tcn( l  l t  L 'Fo
sr, 'nrposirrnr or '  l tal t icip:rtc in un L'nlt l trug't '<I ( iocl-
cless lct l t ' i r t  .

\ \ e  c l r r i se  t l r t r r t r g l r . f  os l r r r : r  I i ' e c  \ a t i on : r l  P :u ' k
: tnc l  thr '  \cener- \  is  s r r l l t ' : r l .  I  l re  r r rc 'ks  t l rkc '  or t  u
s t l -unge I i< ; r r ic l - l i kc  f i l 'n r  : rs  i l ' f lo : r t ins '  gr ' :n  i t r  - l ree.

. . \nr r ies  o I  joshrur  t rees loor r r  l rc l i r -e  t rs ,  r Ic l i ' r r r l ing
th t ' i r '  :u ' i r l  c 'nr r . r i r 'e .  I t ' s  ar r  l rbso l r r te l r  l r t ' l r r r t i f i r l
c l r ivc .  \ \ t  hc : rc l  u l )  t ( )  l r . r ' rs  V ior .  l r r rc l  : r t  . l . i7 . r
feet .  thc  v is t : r  is  s t lggcr  i r )g- \ \c  c ;ur  \ ( ' ( '  \ l s ic 'o
l ) r 00  r r i l c s  l r \ \ a \ .  \ \ ' e  : r l e  t l t r l r  i n  t l r c  r r r i r l c l l c  o f
rtou' lrclr ' .

Sor t ten l rc le  i r r  t l r is  r rou hc lcness t l rc  l to l t  l ro lc l -
inc '  the s l r i l i  l cvc l  o l . f  c l l  

' :  
l r ikc  le l l  o l l .  I  l r rc l  too ls

i n  t t t r  s i t c l c l l e b l r c ' s - i r r  I a c t .  I I l r r I  s r r r r s c l c e n .
n r2 rps ,  l i r oc l .  \ \ ' : r t e r '  : r r r c l  : r  l i : r sh l i c ' h t .  I  r r : Ls  p l c -
p :u 'ec l  I i r ' : r r r r  I ix ' r r r  o I  r l i s : rs tcr ,  l r r r t  I  cot r lchr ' t  hc ' l l r
h inr  anc l  h is  S I  + .0(X)  sr ruc l l r ike .  \ \ 'e  soor t  t l i scor ' -
et 'ecl thet 'e's no rel l  , . ' , - ,1i . .  l t tcl  t t , ,  . \ . \ , \ .  . ' \s l i r te
n ' ou l c l  ha r t  i t .  r r p  l r r n r l r l c ' s  a  n rons t c l  t n r ck  c [ r ' i r -
en  l l  : r  g l r \  r u r r t t ec l  l l i r .  n  i t l r  t r  t ' n  r 1 r r t .  l ) o l t .  l nc l
I o o l  ; r i i r i l i r l r l c  i n  t h i s  t r t r ; r r l l a n t  o l  t l r c  k r r o l n
gal : r r r .  \ \ ' i t l r  a  l i t t le  t ink t ' r  rng l  r  .ccr r l t ' l r  f  i rec l
t he  p r ' o l r l t ' t t t  a t t c l  { l r : r r r k t ' r l  l { l t r  : r r t r l  l r i s  t n ' o
c l :nrg l t  t  e t 's  I  i  r r  thc i l  nr  i  luc  r r  lo r rs  l r l ) l ) ( ' l i r ' :u r (  ( ' .

- l  
l r e  l oop  l r : r ck  o r r t  o l  t l r t ' 1 r ; r r k  on  I ' i r r t o  l l l r s i n

l { oac l  t h r i n rgh  ( , r i t t onuoo r l  l ' l r s s  r r l r s  I l t r r t l r s t i c .  { ( )
nr i les  o I '  ck  xr  nh i l l  g ' r ' : rc l t ' .  g l l r r r< l  \  ls t : ls .  (  (  )n l  in  r  l (  ) r  rs
c l u l es . . .  a r r c l ue  c l i c l t n r r r  t l r e  r r l r c l l  L ' l t i r r r : r t e l v  n ' e
a te  s l r i t  i t t r r i  t l r c  c i q ' h t  l ; r ncs  o l ' l  I i g ' h l l n  I o .  t ; i n . r l -
lv u'e'r.e bac k in P:rhrr l)csclt .  2 I  5 nri ies l l r ter: 5.57.j
l be t  l <x re r . : r nc l  l (X )  pc r r c r r t  n i se r ' .  \ \ ' i t h  t h i s  t l i l r
tunc ler  r r r r  l rc l t .  r  ou r r  i l l  bc  scc i r rg  nrc  : l t  S t r r r -g is .  

-

l l ' l tul ' :  I 'ottr  200-ni l t  sktt ' t  /  
' l i , l l  

r t  r t l t t tr t l  . \ 'oru
200-\ l i l r '  . l r l t ,r t t trnt:  I l i r l t  r t l trr tr l  t 'oru I Irrt  l l .  I f

\ 'ou ( (tn l t tnt ' i r l t  y 'rxr l  pi t  l t t t i ,s. i tv ' l l  rottsi l l t ' t  l tul>
1ir/r irrs '  i l .  . \ t , trr l lo . \nrcr- ic ' l rrr I l ic ler-.  217 j  l ' i  ' l r t
Dc l  ' \ l r t t  I ) t i t , t ' , l t t t t l r t t r t .  ( , ' ,  |  ( ) )001:  o t  r ' - t t t t t i l
- l r . , i t t '  str l l t tr . ; iott  to t l tul tkr rt t t t t , t  i t  rutt  i r l t) :r ' t t) t t
(r l igi trr l  i t trr t ! t ,  t t t t t . l  l t r  i l )0 r l l t i ) .  I f  t 'orrt  \ l / / /J / \
ptt l t l i : l rrul.  , t , t" l I  g71,s \ 'ou un.\rnet ' icl tn Riclct '
btt l lotrt l rnL't t  slr t f  f  thir l .

h
#;

What provoked Gary and Jeff to spontaneously
embark on a 200-mile adventure ride? Did they
unravelthe secrets of JoshuaTree? Will their
travels lead them to mythical Sturgis?
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